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What I'll be talking about

* Overview of Drupal's theme system
* Making the FriendsElectric theme
* Clean, semantic XHTML/CSS with Drupal

* Examples of sexy Drupal sites
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How Drupal outputs HTML

* The content 1s fetched and output through
themable functions ('push' model).

* Each themable function outputs the HTML for
one 1item on the page (node, block, comment,
item list, menu, ...)

* Each themable function can be overridden by the
theme.

Steven Wittens, Brussels, February 26th



Example themable function: block

function theme_block($block) {
Soutput = "<div class=\"block block-$block-=module\"”
id=\"block-$block-=module-$block-=delta\"=\n";
Soutput .= " <h2 class=\"title\"=%block->subject</h2=\n",
Soutput .= " <div class=\"content\"=%bhlock->content</div=\n";
Soutput .= "</div=\n";
return $Soutput;

* Ranges from simple HTML + PHP placeholders

to more complicated |

ogic.

e Note: semantic HTM]

classes

, and useful CSS IDs and
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Middle layer: theme engines

* Coding a theme in PHP direct]

y 1s impractical

* A theme engine acts as a midd

le layer between

Drupal and a theme consisting of loose templates.

* XTemplate: simple, single-template themes with
only begin/end markers in HTML comments.

* PHPTemplate: several HTML/PHP files for
templates. Best of both worlds: easy to edit, but

powerful 1n abilities.
* Others: PHPTal, Smarty, ...
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Styling with CSS

* Every theme normally has its own stylesheet

* You can create new themes by building an
alternate stylesheet for an existing
template/theme.

* Drupal combines the HTML of the original
template with the new CSS.

* This 1s made available as a separate selectable
theme (with its own settings, links, screenshot).

Steven Wittens, Brussels, February 26th



In practice

Theme Engine (PHP) Template (XHITML) Style (C55)
Pushbutton XTemplate HEtmpl . C55
Box Grey . CSS

Apl.php
Box Cleanslate PHPTemplate . CSS
Bluebeach Apl.php . CSS
Chameleon . CSS
Chameleon.theme

Marvin . LS5
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Directory structure

mes/engines/xtemplate/xtemplate. engine
nes/engines/phptemplate/phptemplate. engine

~nes/box_grey/page. tpl.php
~mes/box_grey/style.css
~mes/box_grey/box_cleanslate/style.css
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Standard theme settings

. -Toggle display
* Toggle various page -

elements on/off

Site name

Site slogan

<1

Mission staterment

<]

Prirnary links

* Customize logo

Secondary links

User pictures in posts

* Set navigation links

O O 4

User pictures in comments

W search box

Enable or disable the display of certain page
elerments,
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Making the FriendsElectric theme

* PHPTemplate-based
* Tableless XHTML/CSS
* Supports 1-3 columns

* Supports theme options (logo, slogan, search box,
navigation links, ...)
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Starting from a design/mockup

A lot of design choices still to be made (columns, footer,
comments, formes, ...)

Links Links Links Links Links Links Links |

Name of Site

Links

Block title

Lorem Ipsum Dolor Sit Amet

Lorem ipsurn dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Praesent luctus lacus non velit. Wivamus
sed tortor, Pellentesque posuere dolor adipiscing edio. Class aptent taciti scciosqu ad ltora torquent
per conubia nastra, per inceptos hymenaeos. Vivamus rutrum tincidunt metus. Mulla cursus. Aenean
wehicula, Aliqguam sed felis. Suspisse potenti. Pellentesque eget wisi ac lectus lobortis consectetuer,
Curabitur at mauris. Integer sed odio.

Mar metus. Pellentesque turpis justo, adipiscing sit amet, rhoncus ut, elementum vitae, pede.
Quisque id nisl vitae enim luctus feugiat. MNam tempus, mi non dapibus volutpat, nibh nulla sodales
dolor, a volutpat urna sapien at neque. Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et
rmalesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Quisgue adipiscing. Praesent molestie rsus a pede. Quisque Block title
nunc. Etiam eleifend nonurmmy enim. Morbi dapibus augue vel arcu. Praesent in leo, Curabitur suscipit

libero eget metus. Praesert bibendurn. Maecenas facilisis. Mauris ullamcorper. Praesent sollicitudin 5 create content

condimenturn massa. Maecenas ac risus. MNunc lacus, Suspisse magna nisl, consectetuer non, = blog entry
sagittis eget, congue quis, dui. Munc non nunc vel serm adipiscing dignissim., - book page
= 07/02/2005 - Steven = forum topic
- page
Mission text mission text mission text mission text mission text mission text mission text * project

text mission text mission text mission text mission text mission text mission text mission text * issue
Mission text mission text mission text mission text mission text mission text mission text

En S i Serir i deii Benn « calendar
text mission text mission text mission text mission text mission text mission text mission

projects

= my account

* recent posts
news aggregator
administer

= lna ot




Build a skeleton page template

* Make a page.tpl.php containing a skeleton
HTML document

* Focus on layout first: CSS positioning
(google for a good layout template to start from)

<?php 1t ($search box): >
<form action="<?php print url("search") ?=" method="post"=>
<div 1d="search"=

<div=

<i1nput class="form-text" type="text" size="15" wvalue="'

</d1iv>
</d1ve
</fTorm==
<?php endif; 2=
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Add more templates for specific items
* Theming a node: node. tpl.php

<div class="node<?php print ($sticky) ? " sticky" : ""; ?s"=
<?tphp 1f (spage == 0): 2>
<h2=<=a href="<2php print Snode url ?>" title="<?php print stitle 7=
<?php endif; ?=
<?php print spicture 7=

<div class="i1nfo"><?php print $submitted ?=<span class="terms"=<?php
<div class="content"=

<?php print Scontent =
</d1v=
<?php 1f (slinks): 7=

<tphp 1f (spicture)l: 7=

«hr claeg='clear! =

<?php endif; 7=

<div class="links"><?php print $links ?=</div=
<?php endif; ?=

</d1v
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FriendsElectric Layout

Steven

b cre a_fe. content

; >.'_-__=pra‘};¢.t‘.fs

@ recent posts.

» news aggregator
» administer

a log out

Recent comments

® azteaze
16 weeks 5 days ago

e test
20 weeks 16 hours ago
‘# This is a longer comment
21 weeks 2 hours ago
e yteee
24 weeks 2 days ago
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Dynamic CSS classes

e Problem: A theme can have a sidebar on either
side, or both at the same time.

* Requires 4 different positioning scenarios (so
empty sidebars don't take up space)

* CSS class name changes depending on $layout:
'content-none', 'content-left', 'content-both’,
'content-right'.

<div id="content" class="content-<¥php print Slayout 7>">
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Overriding specifics

* PHPTemplate offers
templates: page, noc

a minimal set of base
e, comment, block.

* To override a themal
you need to provide

vle function not 1n this list,
a template wrapper:

function phptemplate_item list($items = array(), $title = NULL) {
return _phptemplate_callback('item list’',

array( ' 'items' =>

B

$items, 'title' == g$title)

* This wrapper will run the template
item list.tpl.php
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Putting it all together

Link #

Name of Site

Link # Link # Link #

Categories
- testtesttest (2
22 hours 19 min ago
= narr narr (1)
26 weeks 5 days ago

Steven

create content
projects

* my account

* recent posts
news aggregator
administer

= log out

The theme garden's goal is to fry the brains of its visitors by sending out
dangerous high-energy gamma radiation through carefully crafted CSS.

Donec felis eros, blandit non

Marbi id lacus. Etiam malesuada diam ut libero. Sed blandit, justo nec
euismod laoreet, nunc nulla iaculis elit, vitae. Donec dolor. Class aptent
taciti sociosqu ad litora torgquent per conubia nostra, per inceptos
hymenaeos. Vivamus vestibulum felis neclibero. Duis lobortis. Cum sociis
natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, nascetur ridiculus mus.
Munc venenatis pretium magna. Donec dictum ultrices massa. Donec
vestibulum porttitor purus. Mauris nibh ligula, porta non, porttitor sed,
fermentum id, dolor. Donec eu lectus et elit porttitor rutrum. Asnean justo.
Fhasellus augue tortor, mattis nonummy, aliquam euismod, cursus eget,
ipsum. Sed ultricies bibendum ante. Maecenas rhoncus tincidunt eros,

We are pleased to announce that the Drupal 4.5.0 release candidate
is available. A list of the major changes can be found in the
CHANGEL OG file. We fixed most pressing issues duning the code
freeze, so we'd like yvou to help polish this release and to help iron out
the remaining Issues: vour comments on the stability, correctness and
performance of this release candidate are more than welcome!

E Stewven - Fri, 08/20/2004 - 04:44
5 narr namr
B 3 comments

dddddddddddd
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Recent comments

- azteaze

15 weeks 5 days ago

= test

20 weeks 16 hours ago

= This is a longer comment
21 weeks 2 hours ago

* yiteee

24 weeks 2 days ago




Many things to theme

test

test test test

= Steven - Tue, 10/05/2004 -12:13
= delete - edit - reply

Donec felis eros, blandit non

view edit outline

Morbi id lacus, Etiam malesuada diam ut libero. Sed bl:

We are pleased to announce that the
release candidate 1s available.

A list of the major changes can be -

1 | i

new Steven

create content
projeds

my account
recent posts
news aggregator
administer

= access control
= aggregator

= blocks

- categories

= comments
content

= forums

= input formats
= logs

- mﬂ"l llﬂl“'
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People who will

attend the Drupal conference at FOSDEM 2005

-

Steven

Stewven Wittens
http://www.acko.net/
Belgium

L

camworld

Cameron Barrett
http://www.camworld.com
United States

ec jvandyk
Eric Charikane John WanDyk
France http://www.public.iastate.eduf~jvandyl/
United States
chx Bér Kessels
kKaroly Negyesi Bér Kessels
Hungary http://www.webschuur.com
Belgium
Type ~ Date Message User Operations
22/02/2005 - Search: drupal .
search 06: 46 Bisaper Steven results details
_ 22/02/2005 - Search: drupal .
search 06145 ity Steven results details
22/02/2005 - Search: drupal :
search 06:45 Ty Steven results details
22/02/2005 - Search: drupal :
search 06:45 EEoRtamtl, Steven results details
e ta NiataNiaFalal = [y R
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Clean XHTML/CSS

* Yes, but with some caveats:

* Most CSS work today 1s being made for static /
blog-like sites. Drupal's content has fieldsets,
tables, pre, ...

* Most theme functions output semantic XHTML:
on-going work to clean up the themable
functions.

* Rich styling: many CSS classes and IDs to style
specific parts of the page.
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Drupal or not?

* Pop-quiz:
Are the following sites Drupal-based or not?
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Drupal or not?

Support | Downloads | Handbook | Contribute | Forums | Contact

B - - oficial website of R =0

open source content management platform.

Equipped with a powerful blend of features,
_can support a variety of websites ranging
rom personal webklogs to large
community-driven websites,

More:

v about [N » Il sites

b Features

Conference
Brussels, 2005

-4.5.2 released

Dries - lanuary 15, 2005 - 10:00 Hews and announcements

The |l oroject has released version 4.5.2 of its open-source content management platfarm.%ia

a maintenance release that provides corrections of problams reported using the bug tracking system.
4.5.2 fixes a cross-site scripting (455) vulnerahility so it is recommended that you upgrade your existing | NGz
sites, There are no new features in this installment. For more information about the [T 2 5 < release series,

please consult the |l 2.5.0 release announcement and theF 4.5.1 release announcement,
For maore information about the [ 2 5 2 release in particular, read on.

read more

|

Latest release;

@ 5 2

Contributions:
2 Modules
#% Themes

&4 Translations

| search |

CWVS messagqges
create content
projects

my account
recent posts
news agqregator
administer

log out

O - =+ 0O

O + =+ 0O
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[HillL

CAM OCAGI

AMASAYFA
ENGLISH

CAM OCAG|
DESTEK BEKLIYOR!

ATES TUR

el o

Conokbots Sevomid
Kalebodur

FnERA

Drupal or not?

CAM OCAGI

EGiTiM

2005 PROGRAMI

BASVURU Hayallerinizi $ekillendirin

Ocafimin veni danem atdlyeleri ve editimleri igin kayitlar

ULASIM VE ILETISIM

& Kampiis & Teknik Olanaklar
o Uretim O Alisveris

Foto Galeri
Kampus Duzeni

Kampuse Varis

Cam Ccadi'na wars Curmartesi, ayrihs ise Pazar qind
almal: Gzere dizenlenmistir. Ulasim ve zamanlama ile
ilgili avrintih bilgi, kayitlan tarmamlanan dgrencilere

ayrica sunulacaktir,

Etkan Mumeu Cam Ocadinda

R Kiltdr we Turizm Bakamn Erkan
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Drupal or not?

cialog | corporate interactive design

Profil Lésungen Produkte Kunden Blog kontakt

nach | suchen
Kommur‘likatiﬂnsprozease interaktivieran
clialog ist die internationale Full Service Agentur fir Online Marketing und Internet Solutions, Eut
Fir unseren diversifizierten Kundenstamm arbeiten wir kompetent und effizient an der Lésung AtESS
anspruchsvoller Informations- und Kommunikationsaufgaben im Internet, Intranet und news aggregator

Extranet.

Wi sind spezialisiert auf Design, Usability und technische Umsetzung von Corporate Identity
in den digitalen Medien. Unsere Beratungs- und Marketingleistungen sichern dariberhinaus
einen nachhaltigen Erfolg fir Ihre Projekte.

Aktuelle Informationen

cialog ist Anwalts Liebling

Die Rechtsanwaltskanzlei Ganther & Budelk in Bavreuth wertraut in allen Gestaltungsfragen
auf unsere kompetenten Leistungen. Die Mandanten werden in Zukunft auch im Internet die
wichtigsten Informationen und Kontaktméglichkeiten finden unter

http:ffwww rechtsanwaltskanzlei-bayreuth.des.

Blag | rmehr zu: cialog ist Anwalts Liebling
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Drupal or not?

4@ EMINUS 1525.CA

sTUDIOS
1706

NEWSLETTER

EMRIL

FEATURES EXHIBITS  STUDIOS

FEATURES

EXHIBITS

AOVANCED SEARCH

ARTWIORK
7482

FORUM POSTS
&508

(* SUBSCRIBE (" UNSUBSCRIBE

FORUMS  ABOUT

LOGIN  REGISTER

Register

sTUDIOS FORUMS ABOUT

Log In

NEWS ARCHIVE

s Feature: Interview with the Hidden Cameras

s terminus 1525.ca featured as FeD's Site of the Week
(01.11.04 - 07.11.04)

Feature: Interview with Joseph Lazare

Mew Call for Submissions for Action | Reaction
Feature: Interview with Renaud Lacelle -Bourdon
Workshop: textperimentation

Exhibit: Unimagined Canada online

Feature: Interview with David Yonge

SEARCH LAUNCH RADIO TERMINUS B
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Drupal or not?

Blog with DiaryLand Blog Gratis Free Blog GrokAds

Eazy, powerful and fun weblogs 1.8 & lingue RSS pronto in un minuto & Have a website or blog? Start selling text
rmillion uzers can't be wrong languages RSS ready in one minute ads on yaour site

diaryland. cormn/ www.mmakemyblog.infa www,grokads, cam

L Termi Drupal _'I Infa .J Cerca " Icons

Sei il nuovo fidanzato di Julia Roberts? Cerca |

Drupal media module WOTH L SITO | WOTE HERE

U bel modulo per drupal che permette di gestire file video, audio e playlist, Tra fﬂ_
le caratteristiche principali; AV Hosted By

m llzg getld per leggere e memorizzare | metadati dei file multimediali

caricati via upload.module. MAVIGAZIONE
® Yisualizzazione dei metadati in forma tabellare per ogni file audio e video
s Introduce un nuovo tipo di nodo il media-playlist node

@ blogs
. . . . . . . . . B site map
Gli utenti possono creare delle playlist a partire da file audio e video esistenti sia P .
P ; i ; : ; @ ultimi messagqgi
creando un nudp di tipo playlmt_e aggmr‘genujn file sia crgar‘udu LNa sessioh SR R R
playlizt che persisterd per tutto il tempo in cui un utente rmane connesso. Le
session playlist possono essere convertite in nodi reali in qualsiasi momento,
BELOGROLL
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Drupal or not?

; qlhl-'ﬁ'ﬁrl l::;-'nF;,E{; search spreadfirefox: [N | Go

Username:
| Steveni@acko. net
Password:

EEEEET

Log in

Sign up!
Forgot vour password?

GetFirefox ﬂ

Forums

Marketing Ideas

Cormmunity Marketing
Projects

Thunderbird Forums

SF¥.com-related Forurm

forurms

Top Posts

Wiho's new
kitscafe

kiszmeh

Spread the word Make a donation

@ Spreading Fire: Qur most recent button referral comes from rtafoya (sfx page).
Great worls!

Coin winners will be notified shortly
Posted by sfx team on Tue, 0272272005 - 11:05 :: Personal

Hi all, Mo worries—we haven't e-mailed the 25 coin winners yet, We'll be doing
so shortly, Thanks for your patience. —the sfx team

sfiteam's blog | 7 comments | trackback url

On the recent Spread Firefox downtime

Posted by factoryjoe on Tue, 0272272005 - 01:43 1 Personal

I wanted to post briefly to let you all know that we're actively
working to upgrade and improve the performance of Spread Firefox
so that, moving forward, we have a robust setup to weather our
continued success and growth,

In particular, the Mozilla system admins and Scott Kveton from Q5L have been
doing a great job watching the situation and giving our server a jurnpstart
every time it hiccups (which has been frequent as of late),

To remedy the problerm, Scott is actually working on moving Spread Firefox to
a new hardware configuration that should take care of the problerms for good.

Volunteer Forums FAQ My Page

Firefox 1.0

25,241,830

Downloads

Tell the World What You Think

Head on over to clnet
download.com and submit your
feedback about Firefox. It anly
takes two minutes,

Spot the Fox!

The Spread Firefox Community Gallery

Py
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Conclusion

* Sexy Drupal sites are already here
* Drupal themes are flexible and powerful

* Caters to various skill sets with CSS-only or
templated themes

* Accessible to designers
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More?

* Theme showcase: Drupal Theme Garden (Bér
Kessels)
http://webschuur.drupaldevs.org/

* This presentation:
http://www.acko.net/drupalcon

* Any questions?

home news feeds blogs books forums polls search
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