Designer Eye for the
Geek Guy/Gal

AKA “Everything you wanted to know about
graphical design but were afraid to ask.”

Steven Wittens

OSCMS Summit 2007
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You may remember me from shows such as ...

Steven Wittens
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Personal website of
Steven Withens.

About Blog Design Dev Media
* Web Developer

* Engineer
= Geek

Poster for Interfacultair Theaterfestival done 19

| just finished designing the poster for this year's
theaterfestival at my ex-university. | already blogged about
the websites for the event which | made.

The poster follows the same carnival theme as the website and reuses
several elements from the 3D scene. It's rendered in a flatter
composition and looks more like a mini=tent or puppet show.

RECENT COMMENTS

+ Dowhave a wvideo code 4

INTERFACULTAIR |
THEATERFESTIVAL | mmanl

L5 2007, Why hasn 1 this
happened yotl

3 days £ hours ago

m looking for one too

3 days 4 hours ago
Armm... Site down?
3 days 15 hours ago
Designs and theming
3 days 20 hours ago

Very nicel

4 days 1 hour ago
This is amagzing!

4 days 2 hours ago
Thanks anyway

4 days 5 hours ago
Custom callback

www.leuvenspeelt.be : 4 days 20 hours ago

Acko.net Steven Wittens
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Voorgeschiedenis

Her Interfacultair TheaterFestival werd in 1999
opgericht door Kultuurraad en de toneelkringen. Het
verzamelde alle toneelkringen twee jaar lang onder
eén koepel. Maar de plannen voor het Festival
werden daarna opgeborgen, omdat er te weinig
toneelkringen bleven bestaan. Twee jaar geleden
herrezen de kringen uit hun as, een unieke kans om
het TheaterFestival weer van onder het stof te halen
(vorige edities: 2006, 2005). Doorheen dit alles blijft
de basis: wi) willen studententheater betere kansen
geven.

Wie?

Het festival werd mogelijk dankzij:

LeuvenSpeelt.be
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Design process

Style, trends and fashion
Design on the web

Great designs exposed



New discounted rates for new bookings in 2007

Click here to select villa Iljfll:ﬂllll
o+ 3 , ; R | - : +
() : Ho me - C}-‘prus the islahd of paradise offering all rear suns".-me Blue Skyand

B abedls all e nmds s i b oo Lol oy bl Lol b [l o s ol i ol oy o e s -‘ﬂ.r Hlmusands

Bad Design '

It's everywhere!

3 bedrooms
Selar heated Fu-:l|

3 bedrooms

Fugl haated poc

ek Sansst Villa Ml ; § : ; -
Epecial prices for Cyprus apariments - click HERE fo check

The Astrofegia Beach Villa is a top luxury 3 bedroom Villa wit
private swimming pool 'L’ shape (15x5x10m) and facilities for t
disabled, situated on “hr: bﬂuil:h side rero -rnﬂ"rPr's from the sea,




MySpace

MySpace 7)) (search’

Home | Browse | Search | Invite | Film | Mail | Blog | Favorites | Forum | Groups | Events | Videos | Music | Comedy |

PrivateDancer a.k.a. SilverBack

“Cartoon Love
Songs for the Love
Birds!™

Male

32 years old
Milpitas,
CALIFORNIA
United States

Last Login:
2f2372007
View My: Pics | Videos

MySpace URL:
http:/fwww.myspace.comy/spammedsushi

PrivateDancer a.k.a, SilverBack's
Interests

PrivateDancer a.k.a. SilverBack's Details
Status: Single

Classifieds

PrivateDancer a.k.a. SilverBack is in your extended network

PrivateDancer a.k.a. SilverBack’s Latest Blog Entry [Subscribe to this
Blog]

TOP 5 list of 2006! (view more)

COMFORT ROOM! (view more)

ANT ATTACK!! (wiew more)

A conversation with my brother (view more)
Charles the Flamingo visits Temple! (view mora)

[View All Blog Entries]

PrivateDancer a.k.a. SilverBack's Blurbs

About me:

Tribute to Rick James!

teven Wittens




onna be another

i Google
| Groups | Events | | Music | Cor

"Totally going to Comic Con
NYiCI® Ma is in your extended
Female
22 years old
Smithtown, NEW YORK
United States Me's Latest Blog Entry [Subscribe t
to all you silly he ho ho's (view

Last Login: 2/22/2007 The results are in... (viey )
I lost my patience with 631-988-9211 (view more
i am such a losar... (view mora)
First thing that comes to mind... [view morm)
[View All Blog Entriss]

Ma's Blurbs

MySpaca URL:
hittp:/fwww. myspace.com/megalona About ma:

\ A\
QU
B

General  Things that only I can see...
Music... And lavghing at Bad Music...

W .- i o

- - .

ARTI

Anyone up for building a fabulous, massive 5_and Castla?
Matt's Video




Search | Invitle

even Wittens




Local Organisations
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Small Businesses

'FIREWORKS'

UNLIMITED <,
BAHAMAS

Home | Why Fireworks | Special Effects | Insurance | FAQ's

The Bahamas largest fireworks
distributor &I service providets.

e

We have the (argest selection
el the best prices

video Clip

ot = fireworks@fireworksunlimited.net




Raving Lunatics

The non-moving Earth
& anti-evolution web page of

| he Fair r.ducanon ¥ounds

Exposing the False Science Idol of Evolutionism,
and Proving the Truthfulness of the Bible from Creation to Heaven...

- since 1973 -

Marshall Hall, Pres.

EXTRA! EXTRA!
Read all about the Copernican and Darwinian Myths

(and their many ramifications going all the way to Kabbala-based Big Bangism!)
IN OVER NINETY LINKS BELOW....

even Wittens



Why?



Why?

e Lack of self-criticism




Why?

e Lack of self-criticism

e Rush job




Why?

e Lack of self-criticism
e Rush job

e Unfamiliar with best practices




Why?

Lack of self-criticism
Rush job
Unfamiliar with best practices

Inexperience with tools




Why?

Lack of self-criticism

Rush job

Unfamiliar with best practices
Inexperience with tools

“Blind spot”




Why?

Lack of self-criticism

Rush job

Unfamiliar with best practices
Inexperience with tools
“Blind spot”

Bad taste




Consequences



Consequences

e Frustration due to more reading effort




Consequences

e Frustration due to more reading effort

e Message is lost




Consequences

e Frustration due to more reading effort
e Message is lost

e Lost business opportunity




Consequences

Frustration due to more reading effort
Message is lost
Lost business opportunity

Not taken seriously




Consequences

Frustration due to more reading effort
Message is lost

Lost business opportunity

Not taken seriously

Lack of beauty and elegance




Graphical elements

are like non-verbal cues
IN @ conversation.




T o i Ly

The Geek Solution

Let’s analyse it to death.
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By nature, abstract and objectify
Less sensitive to aesthetics and details

Graphics require additional effort

We're smart and adaptive!

Know your weaknesses




P T
Get your latteés out!

Crash course in graphical design
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This talk
Study of art, design, print
Try, reproduce, alter

Time and effort

Apply to everyday work
Valuable skill

Steven Wittens
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Typography 1s Very Old

Books have existed for
centuries

People haven't grown
more eyes

Lots of time to get it right

Respect existing principles




Typography 1s Very New
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Typography 1s Very New

Digital tools
Internet
Interactive media

Diverse content

Many tools
available to you.
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It’s All About Details

Good typography is invisible
Tiny changes can have a huge effect
Letter design is difficult

Fonts and styles add a layer of meaning
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Good fonts contain hand-tuned ‘kerning pairs’
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Each Style has a Use

e Forgetabout B\UI

0123456789 0123456789

Serifs

Sans-serif
SMALL CAPS

Italic

Hairline to black thickness
Condensed
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Other Aspects

o Letter spacing: tracking
GOOD FOR SMALL HEADLINES

Or Web 2.0 Style

e Connected letters: ligatures

Shuffle fix flowers
Shuffle fix flowers




Baskerville

Didot
Furostile

Palatino
Gentium

Futura

Garamond
Fertigo

Coraline

Century
Gill Sans

Lucida




Rajkerville @ayamond
Didot Fertigo

Furostile  Cofaline

[{aJatino  Century
Gentium

Futuia)
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e Displaying fonts on a raster display

Il 11 Il
11 1111




Typesetting Text

Some guidelines
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Formats: €100,—- -50
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Technical notations and symbols

Line lengths of 50-70 ¢
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Size affects perception
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Make an explicit or implicit style sheet

Do explore your options
Don’t mix too many fonts
Don't overload styles
Less is more

Don’t misuse fonts
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What now?

Find high quality fonts (free or for pay)
Study the letter outlines

Notice subtle differences

Design beautiful text compositions

Become a typophile




THE ENGLISH RENAISSANCE OF ART

Literature must rest always on a principle, and temporal

considerations are no principle at all. For to the poet all

times and places are one; the stuff he deals with is eternal

and eternally the same: no theme is inept, no past or pres-

ent preferable. The steam whistle will not affright him nor

the flutes of Arcadia weary him; for him there is but one
e time, the artistseemat he who sééms-wie.the law_of farsee""""

from his age is he who mirrors it best, because he has

stripped life of what is accidental and transitory, stripped

it of that “mist of familiarity which makes life obscure to us”.

extract from THE ENGLISH RENAISSANCE OF ART, by Oscar Wilde

first delivered as a lecture at Chickering Hall, New York, January 9, 1882.
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incididunt ut labore et dolore aliqua. Ut enim
ad minim, nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo.

Eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Consectetur
adipisicing elit, tempor incididunt ut labore et
dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim quis nostrud
exercitation laboris nisi ut aliquip.
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Excepteur sint
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non proident, sunt in
culpa qui officia
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aute irure dolor in
reprehenderit in

voluptate velit esse

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non
proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.
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Approximation of human color perception
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Color Wheel

e All hues cover 360°
e Suggests symmetry

e Rainbow is not
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platform.
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Drupal 5.1 and 4.7.6 released
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Drupal 4.7.6 and 5.1 are available for download. These are maintenance releases that fix problems reported
using the bug tracking system, as well as a security vulnerability.

Upgrading your existing Drupal sites is strongly recommended.

Download

o Drupal 5.1 can be downloaded from http://ftp.osuosl.org/pub/drupal/files/projects/drupal-
5.1.tar.gz.

+ Drupal 4.7.6 can be downloaded from http://ftp.osuosl.org/pub/drupal/files/projects/drupal-
4.7.6.tar.gz.

» Read more

( Search |

Latest release:

@ Drupal 5.1
Contributions:
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Create content
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My projects

My account
Recent posts
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Log out

Contributor links
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Color Theory

Lots of misconceptions and misinformation
Physical color temperature

Cultural associations

Commercial associations

Natural associations

Stick to simple heuristics (and taste)
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Complementary Colors

Opposite on the
color wheel

Avoid combining
pure colors

Good for contrast
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e Example heuristic

e 60°range

e Complementary

Steven Wittens
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theme, brand .




Making Palettes

Monochrome, triadic, ... .
Saturated, subdued, ... .

Background, foreground,

|
emphasis, highlight, ... :-
B

Convey mood, setting,
theme, brand .

Use entire HSL axes
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e Learn color names
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Learning Color

Explore an HSL color picker

Learn color names

(or make some up)
Look at existing palettes -

Make your own

Steven Wittens
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Use of Color

Attracts more attention than size,
typography or layout

Don’t overdo it

Avoid combining many saturated

Accomodate colorb

Backgrounds and co

indness

or can replace

elements like borders or labels
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Light and Shadow

Making design less shallow
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Relative contrast is most
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Focus and perspective




Depth Perception

Not just stereoscopic
Use light and shadow as cues

Relative contrast is most
Important

Focus and perspective

Must be consistent
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Gaussian blur is your friend

Steven Wittens



Graphical Uses




Graphical Uses

e Gradients can direct the eye




Graphical Uses

e Gradients can direct the eye

e Blurry shadows instead of sharp borders




Graphical Uses

e Gradients can direct the eye
e Blurry shadows instead of sharp borders

e Make elements stand out or nest them




Graphical Uses

Gradients can direct the eye
Blurry shadows instead of sharp borders
Make elements stand out or nest them
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Graphical Uses

Gradients can direct the eye

Blurry shadows instead of sharp borders
Make elements stand out or nest them
Convey mood, motion, setting, location
Mimic natural light and materials

Must appear convincing!




Graphics and Images

Not just for porn
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e Raster: PNG, JPEG, GIF,
TIFF, BMP. ...
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Image Formats

Raster: PNG, JPEG, GIF,
TIFF, BMP. ...

Lossy vs. lossless
compression

Number of colors

Vector: SVG, PDF, EPS, ...
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e \ector graphics (implicit)
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e \ector graphics (implicit)

e Anti-aliased pixels

e Color keying (PNG, GIF)




Iransparency

Vector graphics (implicit)

Anti-aliased pixels
Color keying (PNG, GIF)
Alpha channel (PNG)
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Garland - Fluid Width
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Garland - Fluid Width




Image Editors

e Layers of pixels

e Layer groups

e Masks

Garland - Fluid Width




Image Editors

_ayer groups
Masks
Blending modes

Garland - Fluid Width

+
_ayers of pixels _




Image Editors

_ayers of pixels

_ayer groups
Masks

Blending modes

Mix raster and vector

-+

Garland - Fluid Width




Steven Wittens
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Tips

Work at high resolution

Backup all the source files regularly
Learn alignment tools, guides, ...

Learn layer effects




Work at hig
Backup all t

Tips

N resolution

ne source files regularly

Learn alignment tools, guides, ...

_earn layer effects

_earn keyboard shortcuts
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Learn spline editing
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Draw simple clip-art




Vector Tools

Very powerful

drawing method

Learn spline editing

Easy to trace p

Draw simple c

notographs

ip-art

Make Ul and ¢

esign mockups
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Screen: 72-110 dpi
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Resolution

Screen: 72-110 dpi

Print: 300 dpi photos, 600+ dpi for line art
Upscaling: interpolating filter
Downscaling: averaging filter

Not just crispness, but detail
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Design Process

How to not bang your head
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Form Follows Function

Think about what you want to achieve

Message, theme, mood, ...

Type of design (brochure, community site,
logo, banner, t-shirt, ...)

Look at what existing designs do
(user expectations)




Standards Compliant

Dirupal uses standards-compliant methods suck as
XETML, separation of content and layowt through C85 and
cleamn URLs Lo make sites accessible and to improve search
engine ranking.

Stable

Dirupal uses a database abstraction layer with support for
several engines such as MySQL and FostgreS0L0 Along
with support for database table prefices, Dropal las been
extensively tested under high boads (such as a “Slaskdot
elfect™) and alse includes built-in throttling and caching for
eptimal performsance.

Supported
Thers is an active developer OPE“ Source
and user commmunity that Drupal is hoansad
participaties in mailing lists, under the larms of the
forums, and TRE. Several GMNU Ganeral Public
consultants also offer patd Licance {GFL),
sugiport and development giving B treadom
wsang Drupal, and several 1o customize and
[5Ps specialize in hosting redistribute the cade.
Dirupal sites,

Here to stay

Dirupal has been in continuous development for over thres
years. The same group of primary developers relines and
imiproves Ue code and encourages mone people b0 coeate
additional madules, contribute patelves, and write vital
decumentation. The growing momentum &3 evidenced by
many pew websibes and projects committing to Drupal.

ﬂ]s

Brochure

Drupal Architecture

Drupal Modules
Drupal's architecture is truly modular. Apart from a few
cong modules, all plug-ing can be seilched on and off as

required for the chosen sefug. Available modules indude
thie Tallowing:

= -

_ E-mall Event
Weblogs natifications Calendar

Drupal Core

The Drupal core is the glue that binds everyihing iogeth-
ar. While Drupal modules focus on specific lealures, the
core contains common funcions sweh &s conbant and
ugar maragement. Thanks 1o the infrastruchure provided
by the core, modules integrate seamiessly into Drupal.

Key Features

Taxonomy

Dirupal does much more tlan implement simple categories.
Instead, Drupal's Dexible taxonomy system albows creation
al unlimited separate classillastion schemes. Each of these
selemes can be arranged as a simple list, a8 & s, or as

a tree with interconneded branches. Adminstrators can
chiose different schemnses 1o assoctate with eack content
type, and wsers may then browse lagged content by s
laxenomy lerms.

Collaborative Book

The ook feature oreanises content inte o nested hierarchy,
It is particularly well-suited for manuals, Freguently Asked
Questions (FAQs), and uwser-contributed docomentation,
Comments may be posted te book pages, previpus con-
tent revisions may be provided, and pages can be moved
amuongst the hiecarchy al any thme.

Syndication

Dirupal creates a syndbcated BRSS feed for others Lo gather
will & “pews aggregater,” such as NelNewsWine or Feed-
Dermon, This allews your readers bo view your Llatest con-
tent fram the combort of tbeir desktop. Similary, Dropal
provides its own bailt-in web aggregator for reading and
collesting news foom other sites,

Localization
The Drapal interfaces can be tranalated to make your
Drrupal websile aceessable inone ar more languages,

For more features, visit drupal.omg/features




Community Profile

lostim @ @ ®® O

tha social music revolution

Last Scrobbled
Crabcraft "

Maost Recent Shout

A siddhartha_one said
ZO0OGBOOOM ‘

Pending Friend Requests
A scientificfly

“We are Scientific Fly, an
Auitrian band, we want 1o
invite you to become our
friends + listen to ouf miusic
- you love Biork (we love her
and, of course, we don'r...”

Recently Loved
Dreaming Your Dreams ﬁ

Users Music Listen Charts Toolks Help

Owverview | Music | Events | Users | Reading Reply Tracker I

Latest Recommendation Welcome, UnConeD.

This is your personal dashboard. We've stocked it full of real-
time features and recommendations you might enjoy.

A walkah Sabadoh - As the World Dias, the Eyes of God Grow Bigger
James Taylor — Up on the Roof
Joni Mitchall = Big Yellow Taxi
Balle and Sabastian = I'm a Cuckoo
Silver Jews — Random Rules
Destroyer - Its Gonna Take an Alrplane
Sarah Harmer — Goin® Out..
Jarmes Taylor - Fire and Rain
Tha (Intermational) Noisa Co.. — Baby Dall
The (International) Moise Co.. - Beautiful So Alone
The (International) Noisa Ca.. - Bigger Cages, Longar Chains
Mick Drake — Saturday Sun
Mick Drake - Fruit Traa
Mick Drake — Man in a Shad
Mick Drake — The Thoughts of Mary Janea

Recent Event Updates (see full calendar)

A kriskrug |5 atending Wid B Aug - Shambhala Music Festival
R walkah is anending Mon 12 Mar = Clinic
A walkan is atending Mon 26 Féb - Gustar, Mason Jennings




Photo Interface

- gned in as unconed 4 Help Sign Out
flickr

Home You Organize Contacts Groups Explore | Search everyone's photos | Search

wew Check out Camera Finder!

Seymour street

ADD §& SENDTO (] ADD £T) BLOG () ALL  o*s ORDER  mavmre 0%
MOTE Iﬁl GrRoUF L tozer PE TRIZ zizes B8] pRinye  FOTATE . @ DELETE

17. 2007

= = Uploaded on February 17, 2007
— by unconed

unconed's photostream

Add atag

Additional Information
erved (edit)
« Place this photo on a map
Taken with a Mokia N73.

Downtown Vancouver, on the bus. The Seymaour building (with the old Bryght office) is an r;*ar.-_- properties
the right. « Taken on February 17, 2007 (edit)

s See different sizes
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Brainstorm
Write down and sketch ideas
Research similar designs

Design the structure
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Brainstorm

Write down and sketch ideas
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Design the structure
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Convert to target platform (HTML/CSS/PHP)




Process

Brainstorm

Write down and sketch ideas
Research similar designs
Design the structure

Make a mock-up (or two)

Convert to target platform (HTML/CSS/PHP)

Always be self-critical and open to new ideas
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e Motor control: draw an elaborate squiggle,
trace it accurately and fast in one stroke
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Sketching Tips

Motor control: draw an elaborate squiggle,
trace it accurately and fast in one stroke

Proportions: sketch simple real life objects
on sight

Color/material: look at real life materials
and how they appear

Perspective: vanishing points, depth

It's allowed to look like crap



CRUAC UL AR ~———1.
THEA

e (w C o _—,_.\-

e Vi ttens



" INTERFACULTAIR | W RFACU

nl_:_-:-_.irlbx R, |
|

£)
FESTIVAL POLITIEA

Mot Waving Medea

But Drowning |8

Tickets €4 — €6

bij de deelnemende kringen

o www.leuvenspeelt.be

op de openingsavond (2 voorstellingen)




Artsy / Retro

L

MONTGOMERY COUNTY FAIR
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Styling Tips

Lookin" absolutely fab sweetie dahlin’
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Aesthetics and Design

Subjective
Completely fashion and trend-dependant
Mix of creativity and imitation

Like clothing, cars or hair styles:
defines a period




Aesthetics and Design

Subjective
Completely fashion and trend-dependant
Mix of creativity and imitation

Like clothing, cars or hair styles:
defines a period

Extremely noticable afterwards
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Floc E‘%"

the social web browser

——Tochcom/
-— 2 g wewflo€
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y = Mewil) =
Photo Favorites (207

For browsing, for sharing, for finding out R (= News  Q search

Flock is an amazing new web browser that makes it easier to share media and
connect to other people online. Share photos, automatically stay up-to-date
with new content from your favorite sites, and search the Web with the most
advanced Search Toolbar available today.

Download Flock

What makes yDu a Flomr? Share and discover. Drag and drop sharing. Subscribe to

your friends [or stumble across néw oned) and be the firgt

Flockstars are Flock's community members. They spread the .:z | Flouk[ o knsow wher ad .
o know when they upload new pics. More
word and give feedback to help our web browser be even more

awesome. If you want to get started you can sport a button where you are on
the web, tell your friends, and answer the roll call.

v

About | Jobs | Privacy
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There’s nothing
wrong with fashion
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o Very little originality
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Trends and Style

Very little originality
Retro, faux, restyling
Associations with feelings, status, lifestyle

Gamer clan site, corporate support, indie
rock band, ...
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e Broad basis in art and style is
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Keeping Up

e Broad basis in art and style is
useful

e Look at magazines, newspapers,
books, blogs

2 Akira Kobayashi

One of the world's most accomplished designers of
‘Western typefaces comes from an unlikely place.
Akira Kobayashi began working at a phototype
manufacturer in Japan where he had to draw hundreds of
complex Japanese characters every week. He was soon
turned on to Western alphabets and went on to win awards
for his Latin typefaces. As Type Director for Linotype,
Kobayashi works with legends of type design — Adrian
Frutiger and Hermann Zapf — to update their most
important faces: Avenir, Frutiger, Palatino, and Optima.
Here we feature just a small slice of Kobayashi's finest work.
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Keeping Up

e Broad basisin art and style is
useful -<:- Akira Kobayashi

One of the world's most accomplished designers of
‘Western typefaces comes from an unlikely place.
Akira Kobayashi began working at a phototype
manufacturer in Japan where he had to draw hundreds of

I =)
complex Japanese characters every week. He was soon
turned on to Western alphabets and went on to win awards
’ ’ forhis Latin typefaces. As Type Director for Linotype,
Kobayashi works with legends of type design — Adrian

Frutiger and Hermann Zapf — to update their most
important faces: Avenir, Frutiger, Palatino, and Optima.
Here we feature just a small slice of Kobayashi's finest work.
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Keeping Up

Broad basis in art and style is
useful -<:- Akira Kobayashi

One of the world's most accomplished designers of
‘Western typefaces comes from an unlikely place.
Akira Kobayashi began working at a phototype
manufacturer in Japan where he had to draw hundreds of

I =)
complex Japanese characters every week. He was soon
g turned on to Western alphabets and went on to win awards
, ’ forhis Latin typefaces. As Type Director for Linotype,
Kobayashi works with legends of type design — Adrian
Frutiger and Hermann Zapf — to update their most

important faces: Avenir, Frutiger, Palatino, and Optima.
Here we feature just a small slice of Kobayashi's finest work.
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Colors, imagery, mood, attitude
Typography, structure, layout
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Techniques

Patterns, ornaments, texture, borders
Colors, imagery, mood, attitude
Typography, structure, layout

Use the full palette of possibilities

Break rules only when appropriate:
no rectangles, no bold for headlines, retro
instead of hip, smallcaps for bold, ...
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Deszgn for the Web "'g

| still hate IE
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e Photoshop / lllustrator (or equivalent)
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e HTML validators




Good Tools Help

Photoshop / lllustrator (or equivalent)
CSS inspector, live editing (Firefox ext.)

HTML validators
Utilities (pngcrush)




Learn CSS

It's not that hard




Learn Semantic HI'ML

While you're at it
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Arsenal of Tricks

Browser bugs & fixes

Margins and padding

Floats and clears

Sliding doors and background stacking

CSS sprites
PNG alpha transparency

Tableless layout (templates)
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Type Sucks Online

Few good fonts available cross-platform

Some typographic CSS attributes (letter-
spacing, line-height, font-variant, font-
weight, font-style)

Stick to a plain font for body text
Different font rendering for CRT and LCD

Titles: sIFR, image, or closest font on each
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Styling Web Pages
e

Many elements often
left untouched

CSS can be beautiful A LLE toneelkringen

teaser, waarmee

C u Sto m C S S t ri C kS kunnen voorstellen. Mef

kopen voor de voorstell

we ook onze jury voor, ¢

Bette I typ09 ra p hy de beste teaser belonen v




In Practice

Simple blog styling



Headline for my blog entry
Posted by Steven on March 23 2007

This 1s a blog entry to demonstrate how to improve a
design, starting from a rough structure.

I’ll include a list too:
e Bunnies
e Ferrets

Read more
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Down The Line

Regularly step back and evaluate your work

Brainstorm about more graphical
presentations of your content

Try variations
Search for misalignment, unequal spacing
Evaluate color use

See if some elements can be removed
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ALL IMPORTANT BUT OFTEN ELUSIVE: TIPS ON
CREATING YOUR NEXT COLOR PALETTE

Color is a subjective experience, it is a mental sensation, a
reaction of our brain. We say that an orange is "orange’. But is it
really orange? How do we know? We cannot get outside of our
eyes or brain to find out, but we do know that when the sun or
light disappears; color vanishes, We take colors for granted. It's
only when we are actually drawing or painting that we realzs
how much value color brings to our daily life.

posted in: Design |

dp ¥

cacegonries

February 15, 2007 - 40 commenks

0 IR

lanuary 9, 2006 - 370 comments

+ SKIp o conteant

previously Veerle's art

e

Web Directions North, not packed yet|

February 4, 2007 - 18 comments

Web Directions North, the story

Stuck Im Londan

February 7, 2007 - 48 comments

Happy Holldays to you alll

¢ In oeta

P orchive

art/type elsewhenre

«ge

Ganevidve Gadbout i 8 young promising
female talent from Canada

W use advanced seanch

what's cookin

Mo maore lurking! It's De-Lurking time
again :) view in det

lanuary B, 2007 - 569 comments

Are you a lurker? If you are it's De

Lurking time

Viearla's blog mow 2.0




artickes RSS5 .

Choosing color ::c}rnb[nc:huns

2007 at 08.03 pm %, posted by Vearle | IS

ALL IMPORTANT BUT OFTEN ELUSIVE: TIPS ON
CREATING YOUR NEXT COLOR PALETTE

Color is a subjective experience, it is a mental sensation, a
reaction of our brain. We say that an orange is "orange’. But is it
really orange? How do we know? We cannot get outside of our
eyes or brain to find out, but we do know that when the sun or
light disappears; color vanishes, We take colors for granted. It's
only when we are actually drawing or painting that we realzs
how much value color brings to our daily life.

posted in: Design |

dp ¥

cacegonries

February 15, 2007 - 40 commenks

0 IR

lanuary 9, 2006 - 370 comments

+ SKIp o conteant

previously Veerle's art

e

Web Directions North, not packed yet|

February 4, 2007 - 18 comments

Web Directions North, the story

Stuck Im Londan

February 7, 2007 - 48 comments

Happy Holldays to you alll

¢ In oeta

P orchive

art/type elsewhenre

«ge

Ganevidve Gadbout i 8 young promising
female talent from Canada

W use advanced seanch

what's cookin

Mo maore lurking! It's De-Lurking time
again :) view in det

lanuary B, 2007 - 569 comments

Are you a lurker? If you are it's De

Lurking time

Viearla's blog mow 2.0




+ SKIp o conteant

artickes RSS5 .

. Choosing color combinations

2007 at 08.03 pm %, posted by Vearle !

ALL IMPORTANT BUT OFTEN ELUSIVE: TIPS ON
CREATING YOUR NEXT COLOR PALETTE

Color is a subjective experience, it is a mental sensation, a
reaction of our brain. We say that an orange is ‘orange’. But s it
really orange? How do we know? We cannot get outside of our
eyes or brain to find out, but we do know that when the sun or
light disappears; color vanishes, We take colors for granted. It's
only when we are actually drawing or painting that we realzs
how much value color brings to our daily life.

posted in: Design |

dp ¥

cacegonries

pr‘euir::uslg

Fehruar‘r 15, 2007 - 4-|:I com manks

0 I )

January 8, 2007 - 569 commeni$

Web Directions Morth, t m

N B N B N B B
L F sl
fuck Im Loe

February 7, Eﬂlﬂ? 48 com ments

Neb Directions North, mﬂfﬂﬂ Happy Holida, s to you alll
Fﬁhruar\rd- 2007 = 18 com ments
........................... wview in det
I archive

W use advanced seanch

I ;
What's COOoKIr

EEnmm—— Genevibve Sodbout B3 young promising
Mo more lurking! It's De-Lur - WiSiERS femnale tal-nt from Canada
again :) view Ir Jdeta

B e LEE L TEEETEt )

Are yvou a lurker? If yvou are it's &=

Lurking time

lanuary 9, 2006 - 370 comments r m J
et et ettt e

Veene's Ding now Z2.U



ogin registar

+ SKIp o conteant

artickes RSS5 .

Chioosing color combinctions

2007 at 0B.02 pm % posted by Veerle .

fLL IMPFORTANT BUT OFTEN ELUSIVE: TIPS ON
<REATING YOUR NEXT COLOR PALETTE

Color is a subjective experience, it is a mental sensation, a
reaction of our brain. We say that an orange is "orange’. But is it
really orange? How do we know? We cannot get outside of our
eyes or brain to find out, but we do know that when the sun or
light disappears; color vanishes. We take colors for granted. It's

only when we are actually drawing or painting that we realize
how much value color brings to our daily life.

posiod im: Design |

o “ent link cop*’ ¥

cacegonries

0 I )

WNHQOIG'S COOKir
J.nn:unrlf B, 2007 - 569 commen

lanuary 9, 2006 - 370 comments

Happy Hollda, s to ywou alll
view in det

art/type elsewhere

® use advanced seanch

Genevigve Codbout 5 a young promising
fermnale talent from Canads

wiew ir

...... (5 Sedphoic



Colin Cameron is a 23 year old web designer
from British Columbia, Canada.

Having been mistaken for a coffee shop more than once in
his life, Colin's mind is constantly brewing with new deas
and imaginative ways to go about creating them. Figuring
out early that self education was better than teaching his
finstructors’, he set off to find and work with like minded
people over the last 7 years. Spending most of his free time
conjuring up ideas to help the community at large, Colin
always has finger to keyboard and mouse to pad.

Other Projects: | Create Things , And Found ,
GetMenus.ca , Tutorial Cube

Colin's Recent Posts
LogoPond Downtime

David Elanchet is a 30 year old web designer
from New Orleans, LA, USA.

When he's not sitting in front of his computer designing,
he's usually sitting in front of his computer developing. A
product of more than 8 years of the design Iindusiry, David
has learned that simpler is often better. He strives, in his
wiork, to create reusable, simple and creative designs and
programs. Always striving to learn more about his craft and
ways to improve his own work, David is always buried in
some online documentation or web annual.

Other Projects: ClimaxDesigns , Slim, Thoughts &
Opinions ; Standards Rebooot

David's Recent Posts

Get It done LA
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Icon Design: Sizing | seanch |

FEERUARY 21

About This Site
I've been thinking a lot about icon design lately. As a way to get the hang of writing on this site
agaln after the post-WDOR lull, | figure it might be interesting to share some of the things I've been
discovering, All going well, 've ot two or thréee more similar posts in mind,

mezzoblue is a weblog about design, the web,
and some other things. Written by Dave Shea, a

designer from Vancouver, Canada, More
One of the more deceptively time-consuming things you'll do when creating an icon is producing

out size variations. If you reguire a single icon in more than one size, the time you spend designing

the first size is only about two thirds of the work you'll end up doing; the other third lies in My Book

tweakimg it for different dimensions. T .,_. Zen of C55 Desian

Dawe Shea & Molly Holzschlag

Aha, you might say -- that's what vector graphics are good for. Why not just produce the icon in
New Riders, 2005

Mustravor or Fireworks and resize it the guick and painless way? Because vector graphics work best

with sufficiently large resolutions; scaling between 20cm and Im at 300dpi doesn't really require Get it CA | DEFR (T | JP| A
much thought. When designing for the low-res pixel grid, its a whaole different ball game, Vector
doesn’t scale down 1o lower resolutions as gracefully as one might wish.

Ta help illustrate the problam,
consider this example image. On
thie left i a large icon that
needs to be scaled down. On the
right are two passibilities,
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Aha, you might say -- that's what vector graphics are good for. Why not just produce the icon in
New Riders, 2005
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with sufficiently large resolutions; scaling between 20cm and Im at 300dpi doesn't really require Get it CA | DEFR (T | JP| A
much thought. When designing for the low-res pixel grid, its a whaole different ball game, Vector
doesnMyscale down 1o lower resolutions as gracefully as one might wish.

Ta help illustrate the problam,
consider this example image. On
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needs to be scaled down. On the
right are two passibilities,
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I've been thinking a lot about icon design lately. As a way to get the hang of writing on this site
agaln after the post-WDOR lull, | figure it might be interesting to share some of the things I've been
discovering, All going well, 've ot two or thréee more similar posts in mind,

mezzoblue is a weblog about design, the web,
and some other things, Written by Dave Shea, a

designer from Vancouver, Canada. More
One of the more deceptively time-consuming things you'll do when creating an icon is producing

out size varlations. If you require a single icon in more than one size, the time you spend designing

the first size is only about two thirds of the work you'll end up doing; the other third lies in My Book
tweaking it for different dimensions. The Zen of C55 Desian
Dawe Shea & Molly Holzschlag

Aha, you might say -- that's what vector graphics are good for. Why not just produce the icon in
New Riders, 2005
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with sufficiently large resolutions; scaling betweef 20cm and 1m at 300dpi doesn't really require

h thought. When designing for the low-rag pixel grid, it's a whole different ball game, Vector
does cale down 1o lower resolutions asg@racefully as one might wish.
Ta help illustrate the problam,
consider this example image. On
thie left is a large icon that

needs to be scaled down. On the
right are two possibilities,
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